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descends, facing the throne from the bottom step atf shalt
be what thou art promised5 The servant tells of the mes-
senger cHe brings great news', takes Lady Macbeth up-
stage She refers to her 'battlements' with arms raised to
the sky openings, back to the audience, next, swings round
to face the Madonna and Child She deliberately chal-
lenges the figure for a second, then scornfully turns, and
invokes the spirits of evil against her own sex and mother-
hood or she might speak boldly facing the image Macbeth
erfters down R ciossmg the thione, and does not look on it
until his wife urges him They go out
Duncan and his following enter down R, and look up to
the ledge, as to a battlemented castle It might be possible
for lights to thiow up something that suggests this After
Duncan's 'Martlet' speech, Lady Macbeth descends the
green stairway to meet him He confronts her standing with
his sons and lords grouped before the throne
The curtains are drawn and the feast procession passes to
music across the fore-stage It must be done solemnly and
ntualistically, so that no one laughs, as in most Macbeth
productions Funny-looking meats should be avoided
Next the full set is discox^ered with now a red carpet on
the stairs Macbeth is standing on the lower steps of the
stairway for his soliloquy His references to Duncan are
made looking at the throne As his speech giows impas-
sioned he rises, walks down-stage, and faces the Madonna
for his lines on <pity% like a naked new-born babe* and
heaven's cherubm' Finally he falls on his knees on the
steps before the Madonna, looking back at the throne for
the words 'vaulting ambition9, then prays At Lady Mac-
beth's entry he rises She draws him down L3 away
Laughter is heard from the feast, from time to time, during
their dialogue Then we have a ceremonious piocession
Duncan and the rest enter R There is business of some sort
between the King and his hosts He, with his sons, ascends
the red stairs and, half-way, turns and holds his arms m
blessing over the crowded stage The grouping tends to